Yass Valley cancer patients get help with green slip costs
Media release, 11 March 2020: The Cancer Assistance Network branch of Yass Valley has received funding
from greenslips.com.au to help pay for cancer patients’ green slip insurance. Cancer patients in need who rely
on their car to get to treatment, are encouraged to seek financial assistance from the Can Assist Yass Valley
regarding their Compulsory Third Party (CTP) insurance.
A cancer diagnosis in rural or remote NSW can bring the additional burden of travelling long distances to
treatment. Through a partnership with www.greenslips.com.au, Can Assist Yass Valley has received a funding
injection to help ease that burden. The comparative CTP insurance site knows the cost of CTP insurance and
recognises the benefits of keeping local cancer patients’ cars on the road when they need them most.
“Cancer patients are very dependent on a car for mobility and if the patient or carer hasn’t got a car they are
really up against it. You don't have to be very remote to have a problem with access to cancer treatment,” said
Can Assist Yass Valley Branch volunteer Annie Waterhouse.
“We service a lot of villages through to the ACT border, including Bowning, Binalong and Murrumbateman.
Every cancer patient has to travel for treatment to Canberra, Goulburn or Sydney however local public
transport is complicated and mainly designed for school or business commuters. A car is important to
everyone’s independence, especially during a health crisis. Travel can be one of the highest ongoing costs,”
said Annie.
Can Assist Yass Valley branch already provide practical and financial support to cancer patients for costs such
as medical, pharmaceutical, travel and accommodation. Can Assist Yass Valley supports, on average 50
patients a year. The branch is keen to help patients with payment from www.greenslips.com.au for their CTP
green slip insurance.
“Prior to www.greenslips.com.au coming on board we had not paid for patients’ CTP insurance because the
costs are so high. This partnership allows us to fund something as significant as a green slip which is a large,
unavoidable cost. Cancer patient’s income is often depleted because they cannot work, yet the costs of living
are ongoing,” said Can Assist Yass Valley President Geoff Frost.
“Economic times are pretty tough from the drought and cancer is not going away. There are people who really,
really struggle and more are approaching Can Assist. In the first six months of this financial year we have
provided over $31,000 to 35 individual patients. It’s a bush tradition to help one another, especially with
cancer, and it is great that the Yass community through Can Assist stand ready to help,” he said.
Can Assist is a community-based volunteer network, funded entirely by local donations and corporate
sponsorship. All money raised locally, stays local. Can Assist Yass Valley invites cancer patients to contact
them. It is as simple as calling 0437 973 027. All enquiries and ongoing support are strictly confidential. For
more information on how to support Can Assist, visit www.canassist.org.au.
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Media contacts
Sophie Bartho, sophie@brandswell.com
Mobile 0411 191 141
Interviews and photo opportunities are available
About Can Assist
Can Assist aims to ensure that all people, regardless of where they live in NSW, have access to cancer
treatment and care. By providing accommodation, financial assistance and practical support to people from
rural and regional areas, it ensures country people are given the same opportunities and treatment choices as
those who live in city centres.
www.canasssist.org.au
Can Assist Facts
●

Can Assist provides practical and financial support to people affected by cancer and living in country
NSW.

●

Established in 1955, Can Assist is funded entirely by local donations and corporate sponsorships. In
2019, it responded to over 7,700 requests for assistance from rural and regional cancer patients
through 55 branches across NSW.

●

Can Assist is a grass roots, community-based volunteer network. It is local volunteers supporting local
families affected by cancer.

●

All the money raised locally stays local.

●

Cancer is expensive, and people in rural and remote communities can suffer reduced income and
increased expenses because of a cancer diagnosis. Their position is often exacerbated because
treatment may require relocation from home and family support.

●

www.greenslips.com.au is a partner of Can Assist. greenslips.com.au is a price comparison and
information service for CTP green slip insurance. It does not sell CTP green slip insurance.

●

www.greenslips.com.au has supported Can Assist head office and branches in Orange, Finley, Dubbo,
Armidale, Bega, Balranald, Narrabri, Yass, Bathurst, Tumut and Wagga Wagga, with commitments to
give further support across NSW.

Can Assist Yass Valley upcoming fundraising activity
Elvis in Yass, Saturday 21 March 2020, at Yass Soldiers Club 86 Meehan Street Yass. Tickets available at the
Club, adults $20, concession $15. All welcome, with all proceeds to Can Assist Yass Valley.
“Showcasing Yass Valley” Raffle.
1st prize: $200 dinner voucher at Clementine Restaurant, two bottles of wine from Makers of
Murrumbateman, vouchers from Robyn Rowe Chocolates, Olleyville and Abode Pantry.
2nd prize: Figurine donated by Bowning Antiques.
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3rd prize: Lorraine Lea throw donated by Liz Barton.
Tickets being sold at venues around Yass and Murrumbateman Markets. Drawn 9 April 2020.
Murrumbateman Markets Stall
Every second Saturday of the month at Murrumbateman Recreation Grounds.
SUGGESTED FACEBOOK POST
Through a partnership with @greenslips, @Yasscanassist has received a funding injection to help ease that
burden. If you or someone you know with cancer living in country NSW needs financial or practical assistance,
please connect with @CanAssistNSW1 or @Yasscanassist to find out more.

Caption: Can Assist volunteers Jean, Warren, Gwen and June at a recent street stall. Volunteers work hard at a
variety of activities to raise money for local cancer patients, with all the money raised locally staying local.
- Ends -
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